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EPISODE 1 -  UNEXPECTED 
DEVELOPMENTS



1. Unexpected ___________________ with God.
Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” 
And then the angel left her. Luke 1:38 NLT

Then call on me when you are in trouble, and I will rescue you, and you will give me glory. 
Psalm 50:15 NLT

2. Unexpected ________________________ for God.
As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” 
the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” Matthew 1:20-21 NLT

All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: “Look! The virgin will con-
ceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is 
with us.’” Matthew 1:22-23 NLT

3. Unexpected _________________ from God.
Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” 
the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. And he will reign over Israel forever; 
his Kingdom will never end!” Luke 1:29-22 NLT

You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I 
could save the lives of many people. Genesis 50:20 NLT

Unexpected developments can lead to...



Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to 
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Ephesians 3:20 NLT

Expect ________  to ______ Something ___________________ 

even when you _________ the ___________________ .

1. What part of the Christmas Story is the most Surprising or Unexpected to 
you? Why?

2. How do you usually react or respond when something Unexpected 
happens to you? Why?

3. Why do you think Mary responded the way she did to the Angel’s message 
to her? How do you think you would have responded?

4. What are some things you can learn about God when you encounter 
Unexpected Developments in your life?

5. How can God use Unexpected Developments to move you toward His Best?

6. Discuss a time in your life that God has used Unexpected Developments to 
move you toward His Best.

7. What specific way will you allow God to use Unexpected Developments to 
help you Experience His Best this week?

So What?

Discussion Questions


